
I am extremely disturbed to learn about the new FCC ruling on "Do Not Call"
legislation and the impact it will have on how nonprofit trade associations
communicate with its members. By virtue of joining a professional or trade
association, an individual has expressed an interest in obtaining informational
resources from that association - via phone, fax, internet, and e-mail. Doing
away with the "Established Business Relationship" provision of this type of
legislation undermines one of the core values that an association brings to its
memership -- to make a member aware of educational and business opportunities
that can help them improve the way they conduct business. Individuals and
companies join professional/trade associations to enlist them as a business
resource -- now this new legislation will greatly prohibit us from economically
providing the very resources they look to us for. As a means of cutting costs,
many of our member communiques are disseminated via fax. These savings are
passed on to our members in a manner that enables them to enjoy programs at
significant savings. We believe that it is a nuisance and an insult to have to
request permission to contact an individual who has applied for membership and
pays dues to be able to receive this very information.

I can understand the public outcry against telemarketers. None of like to be
interrupted after a long day at work by someone wanting to sell us something for
which we have no interest. However, this is not the case with trade
associations. The people we contact DO HAVE AN INTEREST IN OUR SERVICES -- OR
THEY WOULD NOT PAY US DUES.

I sincerely hope that you will revist the wording of this new legislation and
will consider the impact that it has on trade associations and the services we
provide.


